GENERAL FEATURES OF MAMMALIA


HOMO SAPIENS, FEATURED LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OF CLASS MAMMALIA
MEMBERS:


Mammals, by definition, are the chordates that feed their young at some point by secreting milk. They are the next step up on the evolutionary ladder from reptiles and birds. However, with such a broad definition, it should be no wonder that class Mammalia is an extremely diverse group. Ranging from the tiny mouse darting about in the sewer to the gigantic elephant lumbering around somewhere in Africa, mammals come in all shapes and sizes. And as different as you and your pet cat or dog may seem, remember that you’re linked in at least one special way… you’re both members of the same class of chordates.








HEART:


Mammals have 4 chambered hearts.
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CLAIM TO FAME? (Evolutionary advances and/or unique features)


One of the major mammalian claims to fame is signified by its name; “mammal”. All mammals have mammory glands, meaning that they nurse their young. This is certainly a large step up from other classes, who had no guarantee of even seeing their young being born. Mammals also are all endothermic, allowing for higher neural behavior. More than a few species of mammals have developed tools, including the infamous otter which uses rocks to crack open seafood shells.








RESPIRATORY SYSTEM/BREATHING:


The most common mode of respiration in mammals involves plain standard lungs. Generally in approximately the same relative location on every mammal, the lungs have an unmixed connection to the heart, allowing them to purify blood virtually losslessly.








METABOLISM:


Mammals, by default, are endothermic. This requires them to constantly seek out food, which has by extension created the requirement for mammals to be more intelligent than, for example, fish.








BODY COVERING:


Minimally, mammals are covered by a layer of skin, which is the bare minimum to keep heat – not to mention organs – inside the body. In some mammals, the skin is also covered by another layer of fur or other insulating material.


 








APPENDAGES:


The vast majority of mammals have a standard set of appendages: two eyes, two ears, a mouth, a nose, two hind paws/feet,  and two fore paws/hands. Many mammals also have a tail, and arms and legs attached to the paws.








SKELETON:


Mammals generally have a skeleton supported by bones. These bones externally are composed of mostly calcium for strength, however internally many mammals have marrow.





REPRODUCTION:


Fertilization:


Mammals are fertilized internally.


Development:


All mammals, except for the monotremes, develop internally. The monotremes develop in eggs.


Parental care:


The mammals are unique in that they are the only class in which all species provide some form of parental care. All species provide milk to their young, and some species have been known to house their young for up to 20 years.
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ECOLOGICAL ROLE:


Unfortunately, Homo sapiens has not had a very good track record with its interactions with other populations in its ecosystems either. It seems that wherever it goes, it tends to contribute greenhouse gases to the atmosphere around us, as well as destorying critical forest areas in an effort to make products that can be marked on. Homo sapiens, however, has also managed to unwittingly aid the survival of some species, if only by shielding the species from their own aggression. 





HABITAT:


Homo sapiens has been likened to a cancer of the planet Earth. (The Matrix, 1999) It can seemingly live anywhere on the planet, and manages to provide for itself. However, it is most commonly sighted in wooden or brick structures.





DIET:


Homo sapiens has a digestive system well suited for consuming many types of food ranging from meat to plants. A mutation in the last couple hundred years has left some members of the species unable to consume products containing the protein lactose.





HOME-MAKING:


In some regions of the planet, it is common for a member to reside in the same home inhabited by its parents for its first 18 to 25 years. At some point thereafter, the organism tends to either build a new home, or inhabit a small space designed to be temporarily inhabited in exchange for goods.





BEHAVIOR:


Homo sapiens tends to be a very social species of mammals. The majority of its members are very vocal, having “conversations” with other members while ingesting food. Inside certain structures, generally marked “SCHOOL”, communication tends to lean towards the one-to-many side.








INTERACTION WITH HUMANS PAST AND PRESENT:


Homo sapiens has not had an altogether good track record with its interaction with humans. It has been known to incite violence between us. However, Homo sapiens can also be very intelligent, giving our society valuable theorems, as well as intimate knowledge of how life works.








