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Hopefully, after a year in CWC, you have all seen how every current event does not occur in a vacuum in time. There are, of course, many historical factors that provide the roots to any current issue. It is always a difficult task for news reporters to provide readers/viewers with a brief, concise background on a particular situation in order to orient them before they begin reporting a current event. In fact these short background summaries in newspaper articles or introductions during a news broadcast inevitably fall short in informing their audience of the true complexity of any national, international, local or cultural issue. This is also the same with the Human Rights Watch site that you all investigated during class. Many of the issues mentioned on the site are ones that are rarely reported in US newspapers, but yet are pretty substantial cases of crises from around the world. This is where you come in! This project will give you the opportunity to delve into the roots of one of these human rights current events and to form a position as to whether this issue warrants a response from the United States or the United Nations and what, if any, form this response should take.  

This project is a position paper. Your goal is to choose one of the issues going on in any region of the world from the Human Rights Watch site (www.hrw.org). If you don’t want to choose an issue “by country”, you could also select a researchable topic by looking at the section on “Global issues” and choose an area that interests you. 

Once you have chosen an issue, you need to come up with a thesis question that will have an answer that articulates your viewpoint on the issue. Your audience should be a classroom full of politically and socially aware Wayland High School students. You are trying to convince them either of the importance of a response by the United States/United Nations to this issue or of the importance of remaining neutral with regards to this issue. 

What is a position paper?

A position paper presents a debatable viewpoint about some issue. The objective is to convince the audience that your opinion is legitimate, defensible, and worth considering. You need to be careful in selecting your topics, examining your topic, developing your arguments, and organizing your paper. It is important that you address all sides of the issue and present it in a manner that is easy for your audience to understand.

In developing your position paper, select one side of the argument and persuade your audience that you have the correct course of action with regards to the human rights issue at hand. It is important to support your argument with evidence supporting the validity of your claims. Examine the main points in support of your argument. Address significant counterclaims to show that you are well informed about all sides of your topic.

To take a position on a topic, first establish the solvability (or lack of) of the topic that interests you. The following questions are provided as examples to assist you in presenting a strong argument:

· Is there a real issue? 

· Do you have a solution or partial solution? 

· Can you distinctly identify at least two positions?  

Once you have selected a topic, do research on the subject. You may have a ready-formed opinion on the topic and a notion about which side of the argument you want to take, but you need to ensure that your position is well supported. List the pro and con sides of the topic. Examine your ability to support your idea against counterclaims. Examples of supporting evidence includes the following: 

Factual Knowledge 

Information that is verifiable and generally accepted. 

Statistical Information 

Interpretation and examples of accumulated facts. 

Informed Opinion 

Opinion developed through research and/or experience with the claim. 

Personal Testimony 

Personal experiences related by a knowledgeable party

I. GENERAL STEPS:

1) First browse through the www.hrw.org site to find a topic of interest. You can do this “by country” or “by issue”. Read through the Human Rights Report on the issue. 

2) Identify the controversy of the issue: Are there two sides involved? Why is Human Rights Watch stressing the importance of this issue? What kind of a response are they calling for? Based off of what you know right now, do you feel that this issue warrants an international response?  

3) Pass in Project proposal (due no later than Wednesday, Sept. 22nd). This proposal will contain your topic and your position that you will be trying to argue. (e.g. This issue is(n’t) of the utmost importance for the United States and/or United Nations to address immediately because……….). I am well aware that this position is not backed up with enough research as of yet. This is just a preliminary stance that you will better articulate and back up with time. It is also quite possible that you will revise it significantly with time. 

4) Once your project is approved, begin your research. This will entail not only a search for good current events articles that describe your issue but also some historical background research into the roots of your topic. 

5) Form one-two sentence thesis statement that sums up your informed position. 

6) Compose a 1 ½  to 2 page outline that breaks down the historical evolution of this issue into 4-5 concrete historical forces/stages. You will receive a sample outline later. (Due on Friday, Oct. 15th) 

7) Upon receiving back your edited outlines, you will have a better idea as to what your next step will be. I will indicate on the outline rubric whether you need to continue research, fine-tune your argument, or whether you are ready to construct a rough draft. 

8) Rough Draft:

· Writing an introduction

· Developing a skeleton of topic sentences on which you will build the body of your paper

· Creating a conclusion

· Editing, revising, rethinking, rewriting, proofreading
9) Final Draft! Due Oct. 29th!!!

II. General requirements

A. Length: 5-6 pages. EVERYONE must also have a bibliography (w/at least 6 sources and in correct format. Three of these sources must be books.) The bibliography does not count as one of your 5-6 pages.

B. Fonts: Times, Times New Roman, Courier

C. Size: 12

D. Margins: 1.25 inches each side, 1 inch top and bottom

E. Title page: with subject of paper centered course name, student’s name, teacher’s name, and the date. This does not count as one of your 5-6 pages!

F. Citations: Footnotes or endnotes. You will be receiving shortly a book entitled “Writing Great Research Papers” that will contain the correct format for completing citations. We will also go over the format briefly in class.

III. POSSIBLE ONLINE RESOURCES:

· www.hrw.org: Human Rights Watch

· www.amnesty.org: Amnesty International 

· http://news.yahoo.com/: Yahoo News website. Great source! Use the search engine to locate any topic of interest. You can also search the categories on the left hand side for national, international, local, or cultural (science, sports, technology, health, entertainment, etc)

· http://news.bostonherald.com/: Boston Herald News Page

· http://www.boston.com/news/globe/: Boston Globe News Page

· http://news.bbc.co.uk/: BBC News Website

· http://www.washingtonpost.com/: Washington Post News website

· Media Center Online Databases: Facts.com, NewsBank, or World Book

